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EE SE 
A OTHERS FELL UPON THEIR | GE 23 š 


I KNEW THAT THIS GOD WAS NOT À 600, 
BUT WAS WHAT THE OLD ONES HAD 
CALLED A ROBOT! T REMEMBERED THE 
TALES I'D HEARD... AS A CHILD. 


,NO;THEY WERE WOT AS WE.. 
22 010 D ONEST THEY LIVED IN THE | 





THE OLD ONES HADGWEAT MAGIC 
] 


THE ROBOTS BUILT MORE ROBOTS. 
AND ONLY THE 808075 TOILED... 


I REMEMBERED THE TALES pong 
wes NOT SPEAK ГОН T Wi 


AND. НЕ ab DE He 
сн! SEI AND МИ ER 
FOR I KNEW THAT. THE отн! 
WERE REMEMBERING OTHER TALES... 


THE GODS WERE M#/AWY, LONG AGO! 
AND THE GREATEST OF ALL WAS 
THE GOD HERCULES? HIS ARMS. 
WERE /ROW...AND HE CARRIED THE 
LIGHTNING ON HIS BREAST... 


WE STARTED BACK... AND I DREAMED. I. aay Me 


ALL THIS I KNEW; YET I SPOKE NOT. 
FOR THE OTHERS WERE NOT WISE AS 
I WAS WISE. THEY DID NOT KNOW 
THAT WE HAD FOUND SOMETHING 
STRONGER THAN MAGIC... 


UP." ON YOUR F££T ^ THE SUN 
WILL SOON BE SETTING! WE MUST 
RE-CROSS THE RIVER BEFORE 
1220 


SE ‘ACROSS THE EARTH 
MASTERS. AND IT WAS ALL SO SIMPLE. 





THE DEAD PLACE?! THE DEAD PLACE IS FORBIDDEN ІНЕ 
OLD ONES DESTROYED 77 WITH THEIR MAGI 
LEST THEIR MAGIC DESTROY YOU AS WELLS 


WE'D POLED OUR RAFT ACROSS ТН! 
THE DEAD EC AND WE'D GONE / 
OUR FEAR. 





AND THEN, THE MONSTERS НАО АТТАСКЕО... TH 
GIANT, MANY- LEGGED MONSTERS... 


SCH x = 





AND WHEN I'D RETURNED ACROSS THE MIGHTY RIVER, 
ONLY MYCHIEF'S BLOOD HAD SAVED ME FROM THE WRATH 
OF THE PRIEST, AND OF MY FATHER... 


OL. НО MAN ENTERS THE Y ЕМО/ӨУ/ MY SON IS MAD ^ 


BUT THIS I PROMISE f. 
OLD ONES MADE IT SO! THEY) 50 LONG AS І AM CHIEF, 
MADE F/RES WITH THEIR WO MORE OF OUR WAR- 
MAGIC RIORS WILL DIE BECAUSE 
OF HIS MADNESS! 


AND THE FIRES 


CAUSED THE INSECTS 
TO GROW. 





То WATCHED, AND ТО LEARNED, AND ТО HUNGERED FOR 


THE TIME WHEN I COULD LEAD MY PEOPLE TO A BETTER 
LIFE, I'D SEEN THEM HUNGER...FREEZE ... 









THE LEGENDS HAD TOLD OF MONSTERS SUCH AS,THOSE... 
THEY'D BEEN 

DEAD,.. THE VERY 
NES THEMSELVES. I'D FLED WITH 


Е OLD 
THE OTHERS, THEN... 
IN FEAR. AND SOME OF US HAD DIED. 


Bur Мү DREAM НАО BEEN A STRONG DREAM. I HAD 
NOT FORGOTTEN MY DREAM. THE DEAD PLACE WAS FOR- 
BIDDEN TO МЕ, BUT I'D DREAMED OF GOING BACK, SOME- 
DAY, AND FINDING THE OLD ONE'S MAGIC... 


„AND I'D WAITED, DREAMING OF A GLORIOUS NEW 


BEGINNING FOR MEN. AND ТНЕМ,ОМЕ DAY, MY WAITING 
WAS OVER... 





То ware, AND ONE. DAY, MY FATHER 
WAS NO MORE AND I WAS CHIEF. I'D 
MADE A FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR 
HIM, AND THEN I'D SPOKEN 


Ir Was FOR THEM RAT I'D DREAMED...TO MAKE THEM 
ONCE MORE GREAT. AND YET, IT HAD BEEN ONLY THEIR 
PEAR OF ME THAT HAD MADE THEM OBEY, THE NEXT DAY... 


THIS TIME, I'D SENT A MAN AHEAD AND THE REST OF US 
HAD FOLLOWED. AND MY WISDOM HAD MADE THE WAY 
EASY... 


YOU WILL CROSS 
THE RIVER WITH 
ME TOMORRON.... | 
OR D/E WOW? THE’) 


ONE ман, MADE BOLD BY THE PRIEST, 
HAD SPOKEN AGAINST ME. THERE'D 
BEEN NO OTHER WAY. 


FOLLOW МЕ TO THE 

DEAD PLACE... ОР 

DIE 7 ANSWERS WHICH | 
SHALL IT ВЕ: 


70080 BEFORE USf WATCH 
Е DARK, ROCKY 
PLACES? FOR IY 1S THERE 
THAT THE MANY-LEGGED 
MONSTERS MAKE THEIR DENS! 


THOSE ROCKS ^ THE 
MANY -LEGGED MONSTERS 
ARE THERE? 


THEN WE SHALL GO 
AROUND THE ROCKS! 





DO NOT BE AFRAID STAND STEADY: 
STRING YOUR 80654 DO NOT 
RELEASE. 


YOUR ARROWS UNTIL | 
GOMES CLOSER? WAIT... 


Ера е 





RED BEEN, 


| SOMI рси WRAPPED IN. EN 
SARMENT АСА A 


THE OTHERS HAD FALLEN UPON THEIR FACES AND 
WORSHIPPED 


HERCULES! PRAISE TO OH, REAT 600 ` 
HERCULES! IT 13 THE GREAT 600 ENS 


ES: HERCULES! 
JERCULES S SEE! OW HIS BREASTS 
THE LIGHTNING? 


ONE DAY, WE WOULD BUILD AGAIN; 
BUT, UNTIL THEN, HOW COULD І ТЕЦ. 


ЕТІНЕ OTHERS THAT WHAT WE'D FOUND d 
WAS WOT A 











The ship hung а thousand miles 
above Earth, like a black forecast of 
doom. But the aliens were in no hur- 
ry. First, there was the usual council 
of war. After all, a space ship, even а 
giant intergalactic cruiser, could car- 
ry only so much fuel, only so much 
destructive force. It would not do to 
dissipate either needlessly. Yet, by 
the same token, the ship's mission 
was to seek out and destroy any life, 
on any planet, which might one day 
challenge the domination of the 
aliens' home world. 













Quietly, leisurely, the war council 
decided. The planet below showed 
definite signs of intelligent life. There- 
fore, it must be destroyed. Ind, the 
ships commander, gave the order: 
"Battle procedure, all beams and de- 
structive devices, full power." 


The alien ship dropped. Not swiftly. 
There was ample time. And from his 
control screen Ind watched the bluish 
ball below grow larger, larger... 


“Full halt! Hover!” The order rap- 
ped from his lips suddenly. 


Carefully, Ind studied the foreign 
object on his screen. It had shot up 
from the blue ball, trailing fire. Small, 
sleek, glistening. 


“А rocket! Salvage crew will bring 
it aboard.” 


It took only moments. The magnet- 
ic grapplers drew the rocket close, 
through an open lock. There was no 
resistance. Soon, the gleaming 
needle was before Ind. 


"Life energy within, sir." That was 
one of the techs. 


A power torch cut through the rock- 
ets metal—and then it happened. 





Pandemonium. The earth creatures 
leaped through the opening. For a 
split second they stood, staring at 
their captors. By comparison with the 
aliens they were tiny—and in their 
eyes was none of the cold, inhuman 
intelligence which marked the aliens. 
In their eyes was—idiocy, nothing- 
ness. In their eyes was terror, no 
more. À terror which made them leap 
from where they stood, to beat 
against the alien ship's walls, to slam 
against crewmen, screaming and 
chattering, unreasoning. 


"Cut them down." Ind had seen 
enough. These were not creatures to 
fear. These earth creatures were not 
reasoning beings, despite their rock- 
et, despite their technology. 


А beam lanced out, charred the 
earth creatures into nothingness. 


Ind turned to his second in com- 
mand. "Battle orders rescinded. We 
have nothing to do here. We go on." 


The alien ship moved, gathered 
speed—and vanished. So swiftly that 
in seconds it was light years distant. 
It would never return... < 
Doctor Steven Crane, deep within the 
bowelsofhisconcrete bunkerat White 
Sands took his eyes from the instru- 
ments before him and turned to his 
assistant: "No signal, Andy. Nothing. 
The rocket must have disintegrated 
in space. 1 guess—we've failed." 


































Experimental Rocket C8—failure. 
That was how the record would note 
it. A pity. Crane had had high hopes. 
Yet he could still think of the rocket's 
passengers. "Too bad,” he sighed. 
"Poor little monkeys. It seems а 
shame that they had to die—for noth- 
ing. 












EE THE BLACK NIGHT © 
~ AND Кара NEN AN EAGER- 
OST UNBEARABLE IN ITS INTENSITY, 
EW RUSTLED SEL, WAITED, D HAD 
ITED SO LONG, BUT Ní E WAITING WAS. 
OVER. THEY WERE RETURNING THEY RODE 
HIN THE ALLOY BOWELS OF THE | DOCKET: 
Du WERE COMING SENEC LASTS MEN f. 
C] 


WHEW! I'VE SEEN ALI 
{ KINDS, CAPTAIN uN 

OLD MOTHER 

REALLY Ор HER 

SELF HERE! 


YOU'RE А 8/0L06/87, 
«| MASONS ' YOU KNOW 





IT'S BEEN FIFTY THOUSAND YEARS SINCE A FEW DAYS. I DON'T THINK IT. 
EARTH'S ECOLOGICAL TEAMS SEEDED THIS WILL TAKE LONGER THAN то 
я PLANET. PLENTY OF TIME FOR DETERMINE IF THE PLANET IS. 

STIMULATED MUTATION. HOW 
са LONG DO YOU THINK OUR 
JOB. WILL TAKE? pr 


PERSONALLY, I'VE GOT A 
HUNCH THIS PLACEIS GOING 
TO BE A BUST AS FAR 
COLONISTS ARE 
/ONCERNED. 


THAT REMAINS TO ВЕ 

SEEN. EARTH NEEDS 
COLONIES. THAT'S WHY 
THE WASTE PLANETS 
WERE SEEDED, THE 
NEED WAS ANTICIPATED. 
SO LET'S HOPE YOU'RE 
WRONG, MASON, I'M 

| TURNING IN. 





THOSE BONES PROVE THAT THERE. 
ARE MEAT 


FAT EATERS HERE. AND Б 


JE OF THE INTELLIGENT RACES 
EAT MEAT AY LONGER: NOT 


MEAT ONCE, MASON 


А TINY SHOOT... 
MAL. THEN, AS 


YES, МАН HAD BROUGHT LIFE. AND 
N'S SCIEN! IAD Ii 


E SO THAT IT CHANGI 


TED 


TATUR ЕО, 


EVOLVED 


WE'LL SPLIT INTO TWO PARTIES AS 
USUAL. YOU ALL KNOW WHAT WE 
WANT. SAMPLES OF ANIMAL LIFE 
FORMS, “PARTICULARLY LATELL/RENT | 
ANIMAL LIFE. 

I DON'T THINK E 


WE'LL AWD MUCH, E 
Ц САРТАМ! LOOK | 


Т ROCK YEARNED, HIS 
STILL, МАМ 2/2 EAT EE TS REACHED OUT. 





r AS GOOD TO HAVE THEM NEAR AGAN AT LAST: ОМ THE THIRD DAY 
EY RETURNED. BUT GROCK DID NOT UNDERST/ 


WELL, THAT FINISHES THE RUN DOWN: 
CAPTAIN. AND THE TOTAL RESULT S... 
NOTHING. NONE OF THESE THINGS IN 


THE CAGES SHOWS EVEN А GLIMMER- 
ING OF REASONS 


Ано FROM OUR SURVEY, | NOSE SUPP OSENOT! 
WEKNON TH INDER STIMULATED 
E EXACTLY | MUTATION THESE 
SIMILAR Kë OVER. | ANIMALS HAVE 
WAS [COVERED А MILLION 
YEARS OF EVOLUTION 
ра THRIVE E HERE! IN FIFTY THOUSAND, 


ND YET 


| SORRY CAPTAIN. THE | IN OTHER WORDS, | STUMPED! IT WOULD 
SC 9000 AND RE ? | BE CRIMINAL TO 
5 МО BRING COLONISTS 
RADIATION? AL HERE! 
X CAN SAY IS THAT THE PLACE THE 
IF ANIMALS ONLY WAY IT WILL EVER 
CAN EVOLVE INTO 
THINGS LIKE THESE 
HERE... THE 8, 
THING Зил HAPPEN 





LMOST SCREAMED THE IN THE MORNING Ман HAD COME. AND NOW; MAN 
N WOULD WE BEGIN OPERATION | WAS GOING TO DESTROY! BUT THE 
IF НЕ d ZEN OUT АНЬ MEN WERE WAONG/ THERE WAS 
SMALL L0$3* INTELLIGENT LIFE HERE! THERE 
WAS? ONLY, HOW COULD GROCK 
MAKE THE MEN UNDERSTAND? 


How couto окоск TELL 
THEM, EVEN IF THERE WERE 
A MEANS OF COMMUNICATING 
WITH THEM, WITHOUT 0! 

ING HIMSELF? 





Grock s ЗАМ THE LANCES OF FLAME. THE Day BY DAY,MILE BY MILE, 
FIRES FLICKERED AND LEAPED AND DIED. AND THE PLANET DIED. AND ВОСК 

BEHIND, THE FIRES LEFT BARE ROCK, BARREN- COULD ONLY WATCH. GROCK 

COULD ONLY WAIT AND HOPE... 


МЕЦ. T GUESS WE'RE 
4800) THROUGH, ARENT 


JUST ABOUT! WE'LL 
BURN OUT THIS LAST 
iy TOMORROW, THEN 

L RE-SEED, ` AND I 
Ka SAY I'M SORRY 


IF YOU'RE SUGGESTING THAT THERE IS A CHANGE, MASON! WE 
M DONT „НЕ SLEEP OUT 


EVERY NOW AND THEN, T : 
ГАН INTELLIGENCE HERE WHICH WE'VE 


EED 
CALL IT AN £MOT/ON? Г м 
ОМЕТНЇНС... SOMEONE OVERLOOKED, JUST TAKE А LOOK Е OPEN ҮВЕ 
REACHING INTO MY MIND. ND YOU! SPIKED PLANTS, CPR EAH AIR WILL WASH THE 
A FEW S RD THAT 'QG£YS OUT OF OUR MINDS. 
ALL THIS PLACE HÀS MANAGED 
TO PRODUCE / 





BLASTED ЕМРТҮ, USELESS 
PLANET! ITGIVES ME THE 
CREEPS! 


AFTERWARD;GROCK COULD HEAR THE WORDS AND NOT 
Е. HE COULD FORGET THE FLAMES AND THE BURNING, 
EVEN WHEN THE CAPTAIN HIMSELF MUTTERED IN HIS 


HAD RETURNED, AT LAST, AND GROCK WAS CON- 
, ЇГ HAD BEEN SO LONG SINCE ANY ANIMAL HAD 
RED NEAR HIM... 





Besser Eer 
PORT, WEAPON IN НАНО... 2 


W- WHAT GOES OW OUT 
HERE? САНТ A GUY 
GET SOME AEST? L. 


WHAT THE..£? 


m 


THE TREE, HOAD! THE 
Cl rreeis ALVE* SHOOT 7 
SHOO 


UN) 


yA 


Р RAN. HIS VINES DROOPED, STRING- LIKE 
HIS LEAVI URLED. AND DARKNESS BEGAN TO NUMB HIS 
PERCEPTIVE SENSES, VAGUELY, НЕ COULD HEAR THE MEN... 

SENSE THEIR VOICES, FADING... 

THERE WAS YOUR 

H WTELLIGENT. LIFE, 

|| CAPTAIN! 7HAT TREES 


GRock DIED. HIS LEAVES DROPPED LIKE PAPER BITS TORN 
BY CHILDREN AND TOSSED TO THE WIND. CHILDREN WH 


О 
COULD NOT UNDERSTAND, BECAUSE IT WAS BEYOND THEIR 
LIMITED IMAGINATIONS... 3 


ALL RIGHTY LET'S GET GOINGÍ. IT'S ALMOST DAWN, 
ANYWAY! BURN OUT THAT LAST PATCH, INCLUDING 
MASON'S INTELLIGENT TREE! WE VE GOT TO BE ON 


Grock SHUDDERED, DROPPING THE, МЕ! 
DESTRUCTIVE ENERGY FROM HOAD'S 


AS THE STREAM OF 
DISINTE: 
HIS TRUNK. . - HIS FEEDER- ROOTS. 


GRATED 


WERE ONLY WHI 
CAN YOU SAYA RIDICULOUS S 
: В WHO EVER HEARD 


ог АМ 2972:47- 
GENT TREE Y 


"VENUS FLY-TRAP" 
CAN'T FEEL. 


LATER, THE SHIP ROSE INTO THE MORNING LIGHT. 
BEHIND IT, THE PLANET LAY BLACK AND SCORCHED AND 


STERILE, THE CAPTAIN TURNED TO MASON. . . 


IF THAT- TREE MAS SO INTELLIGENT, 
MASON, WHY COULDN' 


PERHAPS IT 
САТЕ WITH US? 


"T IT COMMUNI- | TRIED, CAPTAIN f 
PERHAPS WE 
WEREN'T INTELLI- 
GENT ENOUGH TO 
HEAR IT! e 





“МЕЈ 
cem Ene ulcer ІСТІОМ HIS SHIPS HAD WROUGHT WAS ALMOST ABS 
ІМ THE CHAIN OF СО ale Е FLEET HAD FORGED ACROSS 
IE PLANET, NOW, THE COLONISTS FROM NMENTH COULD СО 
OL SR Se WEN SOONER тэл ЭЭ SEA 55 a 
FEAR...GENTLEMEN! FEAR IS THE 1 THEN LET US TRUST THAT THE SCOUT REPORTS 


ULTIMATE WEAPON, THOSE WHO “ЕАЛД НЕ'ҮЕ HAD CONCERNING OUR NEXT OBJECTIVE ARE Ë 
ARE EASILY CONQUERED P, i IN ERROR ! 


FOR A PLANET WHOSE PEOPLE HAVE FOUGHT A 


MAJOR WAR AMONG THEMSELVES AT LEAST Wie 
DURING EACH OF THEIR GENERATIONS MAY МОТ - 


— hn А PEOPLE FIGHTING ANONO THEMSELVES 15 ONE ^N) 
ат аа ЖАРА || THING! A PLANETARY INVASION IS ANOTHER! THEY 
- E WILL PANIC! THEY W/LL FEAR! THEY #/// BREAK... 
AS ALL THE OTHERS HAVE BROKENÍ 
x GE 


EASILY PANIC 





TiGHT-LIPPED,GURT-RETURNED TO HIS OBSERVATION OF THE RUINED YES. JUST BEFORE THE ATTACK ON MARS, 
MARTIAN CITY, BUT...BLAST THAT ANDGE! THE MOMENT'S PLEAS- WHEN THE FLEET'S SCOUT SHIP HAD RE- 
URE WAS SPOILED: NOW! IT HAD BEEN LIKE THIS JUST BEFORE THE TURNED WITH ITS OBSERVATION-REPORTS , 
ATTACK ON MARS,TOO! ANDGE... AND HIS PESSIMISM... ANDGE HAD BEEN PESSIMISTIC AS USUAL... 
NO WEAPONS! VIOLENCE PRACTICALLY ]/ NO WEAPONSJESZ BUT IF THEY FISHI? 
UNKNOWN! THEIR FEAR QUOTIENT THE REPORT ALSO STATES | Ñ 
SHOULD BE EXTREMELY HISH. THAT MARTIANS HAVE AN 
ALMOST UNLIMITED? EXCELLE ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY.) 

EXCELLENTI ALMOST. AS FAR, ADVANCED 


COMMAND HERE! Z DECIDE 
WHICH OBJECTIVE WE CAN 


WHEN THE NMENTH INVASION FLEET HAD SET DOWN, 
THERE'D BEEN NO RESISTANCE. THE TERRIFIED MARTIANS 
HAD COWERED AND SURRENDERED...THEIR EYES BULGING 
WITH THE FEAR GURT HAD PREDICTED WOULD BE THERE... 


OUR WORK IS DONE HERE! ANDGE...YOU WILL ARRANGE 
4 > j 2 FOR THE USUAL OCCUPATION FORCES TO REMAIN UNTIL 
Em. THE COLONISTS ARRIVE! THEN, REJOIN МЕ ABOARD 
THE FLAGSHIP! WE BLAST OFF WITHIN THE HOUR. 





AND YET, LATER, GURT COULD NOT HELP. 
WONDERING. THIS NEXT PLANET. THIS, 
EARTH. ITS PEOI NOT LIKE TH 
OTHERS. NMENTH'S PLAN OF CONQUEST 
HAD BEEN FORMULATED EONS AGO, THIS... 
EARTH... HAD BEEN UNDER OBSERVATION FOR 
ALONG TIME. AND THE REPORTS HAD 
BEEN. . DISTURBING... 


communications 
ВЕРО! 


SHIP MAKING RJ 
VOUS, SIR! 


IDEZ- 


punc lm 


ELS 


COUPLING THE TWO-SHIPS' AIR LOCKS WAS. А SIMPLE MANEU- 
VER. MOMENTS LATER.THE SCOUT WAS IN GURT'S QUARTERS.. 
CLUMSY IN THE SUIT MADE NECESSARY BY THE FACT THAT THE 
SMALLER SHIP CARRIED NO PRESSURED ATMOSPHERE, . 


T. WEAPONS: ATOMIC, ^W YES,SIR! ADDITIONAL NUCLEAR 
HYDROGEN... 4Y0FO6EW/7) EXPLOSIONS OBSERVED SINCE 
el LAST REPORT, SIR! ANALYSIS. 
ИА CHAIN REACTION, HYDROGEN 
INDUCED! 


NOW, THEY TOY WITH PRIMITIVE, 
SPACE-TRAVEL EXPERIMENTS! 
A TASK 
УТТЕР THAN 
f LET МЕ СОЎ I HAVE 
А PREMONITION. 


THESE EARTHLINGS! GEN 
ALL THE RACES WE VE. 


WL Y ONES. .. BI 
RSELVES.. „WHO HAVE 
AINED WUCLEAR 

POWERS 


VERY WELL WE ARE NOW 
OVER THIS LAND MASS! YOU 
WILL LAND... НЕН! 


MAKE TH 
OBSERVAT 


50 ISEE! 
RTS OBSERVATION ) GOOD! HAVE 


SIR! IF I MAY 


МАКЕ А 
Е... AND. SUGGESTION? 

Е USUAL FIRST- HAND. 

IONS. IT IS OPEN 

ERRAIN. . , 


PREMONITIONS ARE FOR MOMEW, NOT 

SOLDIERS! WHEN WE RETURN ТО 

NMENTH, PERHAPS IT WOULD BE BEST 

IF YOU SPENT SOME TIME WITH THE 
PSYCHO-TECHS! 





GURT MUSED А MOMENT. THEN In-THIS-CASE; PERHAPS PERSONAL 
‘OBSERVATION WOULD BE BEST. BUT GURT 

IN THE MEANTIME...A LEADER COULD NOT ADMIT THAT, EVEN ТО НІМ- 
БЕКЕ. SOON, НЕ AND HIS SECOND IN COM- 
MAND WERE READY. 


=A ty 
SRE | 
AUTOMATIC -Y, МГ 0! cate: 4 
NOW YOU WILL SEE, ANDGE f YOU WILL 


SEE THAT І АМ A/6 T^ YOU WILL SEE 
THAT FEAR IS THE ULTIMATE WEAPON! 


IT WAS ALL THERE. SHOCK. CONSTERNATION. SURPRISE 
‘AWE. BUT ONLY FOR А MOMENT. SHE STARED PAST СИНТ... 
. АМО HER EXPRESSION CHANGE! 


MY ROSES! YOU! GET OUT OF THERES )) 
YOU'RE TRAMPLING MY ROSES! 








WELL, DON'T YOU ) /”ү-үЕв” OF Ñ 


THINK г ДАМОЮ, 
THAT? COME IN” 
COME ІМ? LET'S 

N SET THIS OVER 

ITH 


ТІ 
LN 7 
THE /D£A...COMING “У WE...WE ARE Les 


THIS TIME OF NIGHT! Í SORRY? MAY 
DISTURBING MEL 4 
INTERRUPTING MY 
FAVORITE RADIO 
PROGRAM. 


THE WOMAN STOOD WITH ARMS WELL, OF COURSES WE'VE 
FOLDED ..DEFIANT..ANNOYED..STUDY- | BEEN EXPECTING YOU! BUT... 
ING THEM AS THOUGH SHE HELD TRAMPLING MY ROSES ^ YOU 
THEM IN CONTEMPT... HAVEN'T MADE А 6000 START, 


І САМ TELL YOU 79477 
NOW, JUST WHAT IS IT 2-2 ра 


YOU WANT? COULDN'T 


OF COURSE! THE AUTHOR/- 
TIES WILL BEON HAND WHEN 


YOU'LL BE WATCHED 7, 
CLOSELY! ANDOES 


QUICKLY WHILE THERE IS 
STILL TIME? es 


THEY FOLLOWED HER INSIDE THE 


STRUCTURE, CAUTIOUSLY, THEIR HANDS 
ON THEIR SIDEARMS... 


OU" MY HUSBAND'S IN TOWN! 


YOU...YOU DON WHY SHOULD I? YOU 
ОТ FEAR | WON'T DO ANY DAMAGE 
WE'VE SEEN ТО THAT? 


NOW WHATS? COME BACK HERE! T... 


Look OUT! MY ROSES! 
7 





FEAR САМЕ EAR САМЕ AND DROVE A SPIN- FEAR CAME AND DROVE. AN INVASION 
ING DISC BACK TO А FLAGSHIP... FLEET BACK INTO THE VAST VOID 
FROM WHICH IT HAD COMI 


Ано ON EARTH, А FARMER IN A CR; 7 JUST 2004”) 
MODEL-T FORD, RETURNING FROM 22152005 


АТ МУ ROSEBUSHES 7 THE 
TOWN, LOOKED UP AND MARVELED 
AT THE STARS 


WELL IT'S ABOUT TIME YOU 


AND YOU SHOULD HAVE SEEN THE SET- 

UPS THEY WERE WEARING! ЭРАСЕ-80//75) 

AANER? SOME PEOPLE ss LIKE OUT OF THE SUNDAY COMICS! 
HAVE! НММРНГ ШО | YoU'D THINK THEY WERE GOING TO 


С gd euer SHOOTING RIGHT OFF ^ 
GOT BACK! THOSE МЕМ WE k 5 == 


WERE EXPECTING WERE HERES, 


NOU ЖУО SOMETHING, HENRY? EVEN IF THE| GURT SAT IN HIS FLAGSHIP, SHAKING HIS HEAD AS THE FLEET, 
PAY /$ GOOD, 274 ALMOST SORRY YOU AGREED| STREAKED HOME. AND THE PITY OF IT WAS, HE'D NEVER KNOW ABOUT 
70 LET THAT HOLLYWOOD STUDIO USE OUR HENRY! OR HENRY'S DEAL! OR THAT HED MADE HIS POINT! GURT 
FARM TO SHOOT THEIR SCIENCE- FICTION HAD BEEN 7/6/УГ/ FEAR (5... THE ULTIMATE WEAPON 
MOVIES \F THOSE TWO ARE ANY EXAMPLE ; Zi E = 
OF THE KIND OF FOLKS WE CAN EXPECT TO 

BE ROAMING AROUND HERE... 





NEEN E ES DEVOTION TO DUTY IN 
RIKI ES YOU WITH PHYSICAL BLOW. YOU'VE 
UP OVI NT THE HARSH, DIAMOND-HARD 

ALM, IMMOBILE. YOU HAD EXPECTED 


7 THE ОЕС/8/0М YOU HAVE JUST HEARD IS WOT THE DECISION OF 7/8 COURT. | 
IT COMES, DIRECTLY FROM THE PRESIDENT, AND TAKES EFFECT WITHIN ГО 
HOURS 7 UNTIL THEN, YOU ARE FREE TO MAKE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS... 


You SALUTE, TURN ON YOUR HEEL, AND LEAVE. АМ 

ESCORT OF TWO ARMED GUARDS FALLS IN BEHIND YOU Bi 

AS YOU MAKE YOUR WAY BACK TO THE SHIP. WARDEN IS | FOR THE CAPTAIN! THERE'S 
WAITING... NO NEED FOR YOU TO BE WITH 


HIM WHEN HE PACKS! 
HELLO,WARDEN. IT SEEMS THE 
STARFIRE WILL BE UNDER YOUR 

COMMAND FROM NOW ONS 


BUT ТМ AFRAID THAT] 
FROM NOW ON, 
WHERE Z GO. 

ТИЕУ GO! 





You REMEI 
ACADEMY. 

CADET LIEUTENANT ABEL GRANT... 
HONOR MAN... CLASS OF 199. 


SO IT MAY BE, 
V LIEUTENANT! BUT. 


= 


ы А #®006#7ТНАТ'5 
AN ORDER ^ THIS IS YOUR OBJECTIVE, COMMANDER! 
DUST. GUN CREW | THREE b 22 VENUS! WE HAVE DEFINITE INFORMA- 
NUMBER FOUR..7EW,| W/L 43 Ч TION THAT THE ABORIGINES ON VENUS / 
DAYS EXTRA DUTY^) LIEU 2 
| 


3 
DAYS 
wt АНЕ HOLDING EARTHMEN AS 27/5- ( 
7 2 ONERS. YOU WILL BRING BACK 
y 2 THOSE MEN, 0) 


Li 
fi 
TE 


„ОВ MAKE CERTAIN THAT SUCH AN INCIDENT DOES NOT 
HAPPEN AGAIN! THOSE WERE YOUR ORDERS. AND THE 
VENUSIAN NATIVES HAD LEFT YOU NO CHOICI 

e 


NP 

YOU REFUSE TO Ү WE REFUSES BUT YOU SHALL SEE 
RELEASE THE THEM! YOU SHALL МОЛИ TH N 

EARTHMEN, THEN! | OUR SLAVE PIT: 





THE C/TY 7? BUT... THE CREW HAD MUTTERED, NOT 
SIR! THAT'S WHERE | 1 DON'T LIKE ( UNDERSTANDING. BUT YOU'D HAD 
THEY'RE HOLDING IT ANY MORE | YOUR ORDERS... 

THEIR PRISONERS” 7 


TAKE HER UP, LIEUTENANT WARDEN! 
1 WANT THAT CITY OF THEIRS 
BLASTED ТО ATOMS! 


К; 


YOU'D LEFT NOTHING LIVING BEHIND YOU. AND FROM 
THAT DAY ON, YOU KNEW EARTHMEN WOULD BE SAFE ON 
VENUS. BUT YOUR CREW HAD NOT SEEN IT THAT WAY, 


10 ТАКЕ! THE Х-: 
pres 
Kä 
1 N) 


EFFECTS OF L/M/TED OXY- 
GEN ON THE EFFICIENCY 
OF MENS 


05: 





МУ SHIPS EACH OF THESE. 
MEN WILL SERVE FOURTEEN 


MAN'S DESTINY... 
OR YOURS, 
COMMANDER? Y 
AMBITION CAN 
іт COULDN'T 'O GREAT оор рах THAT МО MAN SHOULD ВЕ GIVEN 
І UNDERSTAND YOU | 
ET BE HELPED.I THE RIGHT TO SACRIFICE HUMAN 
HAD MY ORDERS! 2 é LIVES FOR THE SAKE OF PERSONAL 
П 2 GLORY... ум, 


The Footsf OH; THE FOOLS! YOU'D: DONE: YOUR BEST, AND 
THEY'D TORN YOU TO BITS? IT WASN'T ORTH IT! AL- 
MOST, YOU'D BEGUN TO BEL/EVE THAT! AND THEN THE 


SHIPS FROM BEYOND PLUTO HAD STRUCK... 


N 


WE'VE KNOWN FOR SOWE T/ME THAT THIS ATTACK WAS 

2 2 COMING, COMMANDER GRANT! THEY'RE FROM JAREN, А 
X COLD STAR BEYOND PLUTO! WE NEEDED SHIPS THAT 

COULD STRIKE BACK...AT THEIR HOME GROUNDS ^ 





"Ано SO, AS THE ONLY MAN WHO'D EVER TAKEN J VERE Mla еи , YOU'D LED THE RETALIATION FLEET 
SE, HUNDRED SHIPS LAND FIVE THOUSAND MEN WHO HATED YOUR I SS Gees 
===, < хоо 


IN THE END, YOU'D. BECOME N НАТ HAD BEEN 
NOTHING MORE THAN À GLORIFIED RD. HOW IT HAD RANKLED. 
CHAUFFEUR. THE GRAND ADMIRAL OW. МРТ ГОО 
OF THE FLEET HAD CHOSEN YOUR М 


YOU FR М Je 
SHIP... TO CARRY HIM ON ANINSPEC- DOZEN OUTPOST ROCKET FIELDS ... 
TION TOUR... 


You...AN AIDE’ ON THAT FLIGHT BACK TO EARTH, WHEN THE ADMIRAL HAD ORDERED YOU ТО RUN...BUT THE 
THE ENEMY HAD SUDDENLY APPEARED, YOU'D ALMOST. ENEMY НАО BEEN FAST... TOO ҒА: 
WISHED THE SCANNER HADN'T PICKED THEM UP. BETTER 


AQUICK DEATH THAN WHAT YOU HAD... THEY'RE 27/42 COMING! IT MIGHT ALSO ВЕ 


d WE MIGHT LOSE THEM IF WE | SUICIDE, CAPTAINS 
WHAT ARE THE | IF WE 76/7, WE MIGHT DESTROY ONE SIT DOWN ON THAT ASTEROID, 
ADMIRAL'S / OF THEM...PO8S/8LY TWO BUT THE SIR! IT'S WORTH A TAY ^ 
ORDERS? / ODDS ARE 700 GREAT! WE'VE GOT ТО 
TRY ТО OUTRUN THEM, CAPTAIN GRANT! 





ІТ НА BEEN A DANGEROUS PLAN... Үои'р ELubED 
NEUVER ВОТ YOU WERE USED ТО THAT KIND OF PAES- SEARCHING | 
SURE: YOU WERE A SPACE МАМ DIAMOND HARD... SEO EARTH. AND 


Suppen -Ү, THE ADMIRAL HAD FAINTED. THE STARF/RE'S MEDICAL OFFICER 
D BEGUN TO GASP. HIS SKIN GREY- НАС BEEN BLUNT.. mE 


IT'S ALMOST А GER - 
INFECTED 7 BUT IT'S 
ONLY A MATTER OF 
TIME, ТМ CERTAIN, 
IT UP BACK ON THAT À 3 TILL WE ALL... 


RESISTANCE то IT! 


WO S/R/NONE Y ARE YOU SURE? 
OF OUR DRUGS | HAVE YOU TRIED 
HAVE ANY, EVERYTHING? 


ive. 


AND EJECT HIM. 
FROM THE SHIPS 





ІТ НАО BEEN A. DIFFICULT DECISION TO 
MAKE. BUT YOU'D MAI T. AND 


YOUNG LIEUTENANT MAD STARED a АГ YOU. 


AND so, А-САНЕЕВ-НАО-ЕМОЕО:-ТМЕМТҮ YEARS. 
YOU'D KNOWN HOW IT WOULD BE...BACK ON EARTH. THE 
COURT-MARTIAL HADN'T. SURPRISED YOU... 


THAT WILL 20, LIEUTENANT! 
YOU WILL ANSWER QUESTIONS... 
NOT GIVE OPINIONS? 


THE ADMIRAL DE- 
SERVED BETTER. HIS 

BODY SHOULD HAVE 

BEEN BROUGHT HOME” 


Уошо ‘STOPPED: nm wua 
STUNNING BLAST AND THE 

MUTINY HAD DIED A'BORN- 
ING, THEY'D OBEYED 


D IT THAT WAY. BUT 


YOU'D: SAT THROUGH IT ALL, SILENTLY; GRIMLY f THE STAR- 
FIRES MEDICAL OFFICER HAD GIVEN HIS REPORT AND 
YOU'D TESTIFIED BRIEFLY. YOU'D DONE YOUR DUTY AS YOU'D 
SEEN IT...FOR THE GOOD OF ALL... FOR EARTH. THAT HAD 

Ч| BEEN YOUR CODE... ALL OF YOUR LIFE NO, THE COURT- 
MARTIAL HADN'T SURPRISED YOU. ONLY THE VERDICT... 


“ҮГ нинэ On... WARDEN. 
М READY?| 


WO, WARDEN. 


NOT 
THE PENAL COLONIES! 


THEY'LL BE HOWLING AT 
MY HEELS, WARDEN, BUT 
ILL 60 OW...AS ALWAYS 7) TENCE MANT 


ЙЕР „єє wave ме THE MER. 
GRAND ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET, 
WARDEN! 





